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Mine Warfare of the Future

An unnamed Asian navy takes delivery of fully automated underwater robot demining system.
03 Septamber 2017

The first completely sutomated undenwater rotot demining systam has been defivered to an Asian navy customer by French robotics company, ECA Group.

CA Group, is already renownad for its specialisation in the field of mine warfare, and is switching from traditional minshunter vessels (50 meatre toats managed by = crew of 40 pzople) 10 3 new unmanned system, controlied by only three people. sllowing the Navy to cut operational costs and raducs human risks.

This navy, says

ECA s3ys the unmanned solution for mine countermeasure (MCN) operations is the first completely sutomatad undenwater robot demining system, including EMDS (Expandable Mine Disposal System). which can be ramotely piloted and uses 3 highly secured dedicat=d link for neutralisation. The ECA system is complementsd by an
unmanned surface vessel (USV) buik by a3 partner company.

identification vehicke and destruction via the K C mine disposal vehicle. All the vehicles are lsunched autonomously with an sutomated launch and recovery system, remotely piloted via a radio or satelize link.

The USV is equipped with an inspection function using the K-

Onshore, the craw launches and pilots the insgection vehicls remotely from the command and control centre. f 3 mine is found, 3 disposal vehicle, is deploy=d by a dzdicated launching system, in order to destroy the mine.
Sea scceptance tests of the first system is schaduled for September 2017. ECA says training for maintenance and usage of the unmanned naval drone system was conductad 3t the end of May in its premises in the south of France

The Belgian, Dutch, French, UK and Norwegian navies are 3'so looking at future stand-off MCM concepts. which keep the mother vesse! and crew 3t 3 safe distance from the minefield, using 3 combination of manned and unmanned systems.

o cur magazine to find ouf more about how nawes are exploring an anay of unmannsd systems for stand-off mine , and why the ants warfars ity is shll nof ready fo move fo unmanned




